
Shop now, plant now for 
vivid Autumn color

By Maia Eisen

I n the glory days of Autumn color, we 
prefer not to think ahead to the wet, 
gloomy, abbreviated days of Winter. 

But the reds, golds, and silvers of ever-
green foliage, and colorful stems, winter 
blooms, and fragrance can delight the 
senses on the darkest days. So allow your 
internal grasshopper to enjoy Autumn’s 
orchestral performance, but encourage 

Bright-red Fall color gives this tree multi-
season interest. For smaller yards in part 
sun to part shade, witch hazel (Hamamelis 
mollis—up to eight-to-twelve feet high 
and wide) tantalizes with fragrant, spidery 
yellow flowers on bare branches (which 
also provide great Fall color).

Use clusters (three is a magic num-

ber) of small, colorful evergreen shrubs for 
a variety of leaf textures and colors. Hardy 
choices with year-round interest include 
false holly (Osmanthus heterophyllus ‘Go-
shiki’), its coarse, creamy foliage dabbed 

Make a bold, colorful first 
impression

If you have enough space in front of 
your home, the paper-bark maple makes a 

dramatic focal point (Acer griseum—ten-
to-twenty feet in ten years, up to forty- 
feet high at maturity). Its peeling bright 
copper and rich cinnamon curls of bark 
reveal occasional peeks of apple green. 

your internal worker ant to take advan-
tage of Fall sales at local nurseries and 
stock up on Winter-interest plants. 

Fall-planted plants need less inten-
sive care and watering than those planted 
earlier in the year. Seasonal weather 
conditions are perfect for root-growth, 
enabling plants to establish healthy, 
strong root systems by next Spring. In 
the long run, plants with healthy root 
systems can better withstand drought and 
are less susceptible to insect and disease 
problems.

The most important design consider-
ations for the Winter garden are contrast, 
color, and texture. We’ll look at plants 
that add these qualities to the parts of our 
gardens we see most often in Winter: the 
front of our homes, frequently-traveled 
paths, and window views.

Before you go plant-shopping, take a 
good look around your yard. Note where 
you would like to add new plants with 
Winter interest.

The bell-shaped flowers of the not-at-all-
smelly stinking hellebore add visual interest 
to your Winter garden. Photo courtesy Great 
Plant Picks

Heathers like the Callunas vulgaris (above) 
make a colorful carpet for your landscape, 
while shrubs like the Aucuba japonica 
(right) help brighten shady corners of the 
yard. Photos by Maia Eisen

Plan ahead to create “Winter interest” in your garden
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